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Damodar, river of Bengal, India, rises in
Chutla Xajarpur, and flowing s. e., falls into
the Hugli. "

Damon and Phintias (incorrectly Pythi-
as), two Pythagorean philosophers of Syra-
cuse who stand as types of faithful friendship
When Phintias was condemned to death for
plotting against Dionysius, he asked leave to
depart to arrange his affairs and Damon
offered himself to be put to death should
Phintias fail to return. The latter arrived just
in time to prevent his friend's fulfilment of
the pledge, and was pardoned.

Dampier Archipelago, a group of small
rocky islands, off the coast of Western Aus-
tralia.

Dampier Strait, a strait separating New
Guinea from Waygiou Island, off the n.w.
coast.

Dampier, William (c. 1652-1715), Eng-
lish seaman and buccaneer, was born in East
Coker, Somersetshire. After a variety of sea
adventures Dampier set out for a voyage
around the world. He published subsequently,
his Voyage round the World (1697). Later as
a government deputy, he explored the west-
ern and northwestern coasts of Australia, also
the coasts of New Guinea and New Britain,
giving his name to Dampier Archipelago and
Strait.

Damping Off, a plant disease due to a
fungus, Pythium debaryanwn, affecting espe-
cially young plants and seedlings.

Damroscli, Frank Heine (1859-1937),
American musician, son of Leopold Dam-
rosch, was born in Breslau, Silesia. In 1884-
5, he came to New York, acting as chorus
master at the Metropolitan Opera House
until 1891. The following year he organized
the New York People's Singing Classes. "In
1897 he was appointed supervisor of music
in the New York City public schools, and
the following year was elected conductor of
the New York Oratorio Society. When he
severed his connections with the public
schools in 1905, he became organizer and di-
rector of the Institute of Musical Art.

Damrosch, Leopold (1832-85), German-
American musician and composer, was born
in Posen, Prussia. He was conductor (1859-
60) of the BresJau Philharmonic concerts, and
founded the Breslau Orchestral Society.

Damrosch was called to New York in 1871
as conductor of the Arion Society. Two years
afterward he organized the Oratorio Society,
and in 1877 &e founded the Symphony So-
ciety, directing both, and combining them in
tlie first musical festival held in New York

(1881). In 1884 he gave a season of German
opera at the Metropolitan Opera House in
New York, introducing a movement that
proved important and lasting. He died early
in 1885 from a cold contracted while conduct-
ing one of these performances. His own com-
positions included seven cantatas, numerous
songs, and several important pieces for the
violin.
Damrosch, Walter Johannes (1862-
), American musician, son of Leopold
Damrosch, was born in Breslau, Germany. On
the death of his father, he became assistant
conductor and director of the German Opera
Company, and also directed the Oratorio and
Symphony Societies which he had founded.
In 1896 he produced Wagner's Parsifal, for
the first time in the United States, and sub-
sequently founded the Damrosch Opera Com-
pany to produce only Wagnerian operas. After
1896 he organized the New York Symphony
into a permanent orchestra. In 1927 he re-
signed to become musical director and lec-
turer for the National Broadcasting Company.
Damrosch has written many compositions.
See My Musical Life, an autobiography.
, Dams. A darn is a barrier built to retain
or divert a fluid body in order to store it for
future use, exclude it from points where it
would cause inconvenience or damage,
change its direction or level, or produce pres-
sure. Dams are most commonly thrown
across a stream or a valley. Dikes, levees,
and reservoir embankments forming reser-
voirs which are wholly artificial are essen-
tially earth dams. Retaining walls are in
many respects similar to dams. Dams are
built of earth, timber, loose rock with water
stop of some kind, stone or brick masonry,
concrete, reinforced concrete, steel, and com-
binations of these materials. Many of the
early dams in America, particularly those
built to supply water power to saw-mills or
other mills, were of timber construction, but
the increasing cost of timber, increasing
height of dams, and necessity for greater
permanence have made their use impractica-
ble except for temporary and other low dams
in lumbering districts. Earth dams, of various
kinds, masonry dams and, less frequently,
rock fill dams, are all commonly used for
permanent construction; the selection of type
for any given location is a matter of utiliz-
ing local conditions and available material
so as to provide the most economical dam
consistent with safety.
The remains of ancient works and the ex-
isting native traditions and practises in In-*